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Opal Class: Reception 
Newsletter:  March 2020
	Topics covered so far…..Space, Diwali, Light and Dark, The Christmas Story and the History of the dinosaurs.  Visits have included: Trevasikis Farm, The Falmouth library, the Falmouth Fire Station, the Falmouth Art Gallery and the Beach.  This has all lead to our current topic of planet earth and issues such as climate change and recycling…….

	SNACK MONEY

Donations needed for snack urgently.  We are unable to add to the children’s snack times now if we do not receive your kind contributions.  Thank you!
	TWITTER

Catch us on Twitter - St Day and Carharrack Community school account.  Just set yourself up and follow our learning journey!  Lots of photos and information about the learning taking place.
	Special Dates for the Diary

24th March Parent consultation evening 3.10-6pm

26th March Tree planting Day (Casual clothes)

27th March Break up for Easter Holidays 1.30

	Learning Adventures Exciting and Impressive

This little crew of learners are certainly exciting and inspiring.  Our learning journey continues to move at a steady pace, which has taken us from Space to Dinosaurs developing a deep interest in planet Earth.  I’m hoping by now you will of all heard about the children’s wishes to save money for Australian Animals caught in the Bush fires.  This has led to the children passionately learning about the conservation facts of climate change.  Children have been on litter picks around school and on the beach.  They continue to learn about recycling and what products are made from.  Children are applying their literacy and phonics skills by writing signs and notices for their fund raising missions, which they have come up with themselves.  So far they have held a car wash and a cake sale.  YR6 supported the cause and held a book sale adding to the fund. For the next and probably last fund raising event we will visit Tesco’s who have agreed to have us stand in their foyer asking for donations.  We would like some support with this so if you are free to help out Wednesday 18th in the morning we would be very grateful.  

	Reading

Reading is a crucial, enjoyable part of the day in school and we plan to hear/share a book with all children individually in Opal class (this is usually their special RWInc book or a picture book in school).  We write a comment in their yellow reading book everyday, in order for you to know we have heard them read.  We understand that families lead very busy lives but would also appreciate that you write a small comment or sign your name when you have shared a book at home also.  This just lets us know that children are reading at home which will greatly support their learning.  

	High Frequency (tricky) words

Please could everyone be supporting their children with reading and learning their packs of high frequency/tricky words.  These were sent home in children’s book bags before the Christmas holidays in plastic bags, e.g.  words that the children will need to learn by reading them rather than blending and segmenting them e.g. put, the, was, I.  If you have lost your bag please ask for another set and I will reattach the list of words with this newsletter.

· Tricky words make no sense when sounding out and in the National Curriculum are referred to as ‘Common Exception Words’ While high frequency words can be sounded out e.g. and, it is.. 

 A good site to visit at home with your child, to help them with their literacy skills is: ICT Games - play the game called ‘Help a Hedgehog’ and ‘Spooky Spelling’- http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html 
Letter sounds covered in Read Write Inc – Please note we have now completed all set one sounds in our phonics lessons and are speedily moving into set two.  Please note I will put a copy of these in their Homework books for you support at home.

Thank you for your continued support!  Miss Horne


